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Executive Directors Report Chamber News 
 
1st Thursday Events 
 
Member Spotlight 

Calendar 
 
Special Recognitions 
 
Luncheon Speakers 

Thank You New and  
Renewing Members 

• President, Penny Furnish,  
 Stewart Title 
• Vice President, Mark 

Graves, Lynden Transport 
• Secretary/Treasurer,  
 Jason Carroll, First   
 National Bank Alaska 
• Past President, Steve  
      Hansen, Tesoro  
• Milt Allen, Udelhoven  
 Oilfield Services 
• Dr. Dennis Swarner,  
 Kenai Vision Center 
• Scott Griffith,  
 XTO Energy 
• Charlotte Legg,       

Charlotte’s Catering 
• Roy Wells, Waddell & 

Reed 
• Deb Milam, First  
 American Title Insurance 

April Issue / 2009 

Kenai Chamber of Commerce 
402 Overland Avenue 
Kenai, AK 99611 
 
 
 
Phone: 907-283-7989 
Fax: 907-283-7183 
Email: info@kenaichamber.org 
www.kenaichamber.org  

If you haven’t been to a Kenai Chamber luncheon re-
cently, you may want to consider attending.  Not only do 
our luncheons provide 
great networking and 
marketing opportuni-
ties, as well as infor-
mative presentations 
from featured speak-
ers, you never know 
what ‘special guests’ 
might also drop in!   
 
Our March 18th luncheon was a Member Spotlight 
Lunch and we heard from five different members that 
provided great information about their businesses as well 
as fantastic door prizes.  In addition, we had a special 
visit from the International All-Star Circus.  The shows 
feature clown and 10-year old high-wire walker paid a 
visit to our lunch to promote the circus event that evening 
and give away tickets.  The clown gave the audience a 
show when he asked for four volunteers to help him out 
with a ‘teamwork’ demonstration.  It was hysterical!  Spe-
cial thanks to the volunteers for being such good sports: 
Shawn Hust of Spenard Builders Supply, Roy Wells and 
Zack Smith of Waddell & Reed, and Ryan Schadden of 
Securian/Minnesota Life.   
 
Join us ever Wednesday at the Kenai Merit Inn for cham-
ber lunch.  Bring your business updates and special an-
nouncements to share.   
 
Tina Baldridge, Executive Director 

MMONTHLYONTHLY  FFOCUSOCUS  

See inside for more information 
about upcoming chamber  

luncheons. 

Thank You New & Renewing Members 
Kenai Peninsula Builders Association 
Petroleum Equipment & Services  
Frontier Business Systems 
Elite Health & Fitness 
Hall Quality Builders 
USDA Rural Development 

Wells Fargo Bank 
Marion Nelson 
Alaska USA  Federal Credit Union 
Kluge & Associates 
Kenai Lions Club 
Kenai Vision Center 

Budget Rent A Car—NEW 
Robby Lyon 
305 N. Willow St., Ste. 116 
Kenai, AK 99611    
TEL: 907-283-4506 
FAX: 907-283-5004 
WEBSITE: budgetalaskaonline.com 
Email: budget@acsalaska.net 

North Peninsula Recreation Service Area—NEW 
Rachel Parra  
P.O. Box 7116 
Nikiski, AK 99635 
TEL: 907-776-8800 
FAX: 907-776-5122 
WEBSITE: www.northpenrec.com 
Email: rparra@borough.kenai.ak.us 

AD & Marketing Management—NEW 
Marion Nelson 
P.O. Box 3612 
Kenai, AK 99611 
TEL: 907-283-4362 
FAX: 907-283-4362 
Email: mmkn@ptialaska.net 

Forget-Me-Knot- Quilting –NEW 
Jennifer McGrady 
P.O. Box 723 
Kenai, AK 99611     
TEL: 907-394-3452 
FAX: 907-394-3449 
Email: AK_forget_me_knot@yahoo.com 

The Haircutters—NEW 
Holly Beaty 
P.O. Box 714 
Kenai, AK 99611 
TEL: 907-283-2288 
FAX: 907-283-8776 
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Chamber News Special Recognitions 

Member Spotlight 
 This past winter has brought several new changes to the Kenai Visitors & Cultural Center.   
After a winter of renovating and remodeling the building, we look forward to celebrating our new look 
with the community.  We will reopen the Center on Friday, April 24th with a Gala Reception from 5:00 
– 9:00 pm for our annual statewide contemporary art exhibit, this year titled “Reflections on ALASKA 
Statehood: the 49th at 50”.   This is the tenth annual statewide, invitational, contemporary art exhibi-
tion, and in honor of Alaska Statehood, we unveil new exhibits, programs and opportunities to share 
our history, arts and culture with audiences from Kenai, Alaska and visitors from around the world. 
 

 Esteemed Alaskan photographer and teacher, Barry McWayne, is our gracious curator of 
“Reflections on ALASKA Statehood: the 49th at 50”.  McWayne began by inviting recognized and emerg-
ing contemporary artists from around the state to create original artwork which reflects their local experi-
ence of Alaska Statehood.  On April 24th, we will also unveil the “Heritage Portrait Project: Foundations 
of our Future”, an exhibit created in partnership with Kenai Peninsula College, which is an exhibit that 
focuses on the stories of Kenai’s history and the contributions of its people. 
 

We proudly look forward to unveiling the Center on April 24th, 5:00 – 9:00 pm, with a fresh new look, new displays and 
exhibits.  We look forward to seeing you at the Center!!!   

Thank You Chamber Lunch Door Prize Donors:  
Steve Hansen of Tesoro, Tim Redder of Wells Fargo, Rhonda Thompson of Mara-
thon, Scott & Dena Cunningham of McDonald’s, Mayor Pat Porter, Kelly Gifford of 
Beacon O.H.S.S., International All Star Circus, John & Jacquie Steckel of Red Cabin 
B & B, Frank & Debbie Kassik of Kassik’s Kenai Brew Stop, Penny Furnish of Stewart 
Title, and the Kenai Watershed Forum.  
Thank You Split-the-Pot Donors - 
Thanks to our Split-the-Pot  
donors we were able to raise 
$496 for the Scholarship Fund in 
February.  Special thanks to the 
winners for donated their win-
nings back!   

Our luncheons are held at 
the Kenai Merit Inn on Wil-

low Street (unless noted 
otherwise), at noon on 

Wednesdays.  Join us for 
great food provided by 

Charlotte’s and informative 
presentations by featured 

speakers.   
More information at 

www.kenaichamber.org.  

Weekly  
Luncheons 

APRIL 
SPEAKERS 

April 8, 2009 

April 15, 2009 

April 22, 2009 

April 29, 2009 

Speaker: DeRay Jones, 
Kenai Peninsula Bor-

ough Auditor 
Topic: New Joint Sales 

Tax Return Form 

Speaker: Sandy Baker, 
MDA of Alaska 

Contact: 907-276-2131 
Topic: Charity Event – 

Live Ride 
www.mdaliveride.com  

Speaker: Mark Hylen, 
Bob Lee and Kelly  

Gifford 
Beacon OHSS 

Speaker: Marie English, 
Alaska Career Institute 

Chamber Office Staff 
Tina Baldridge, Executive Director 

Gloria Ungrue, Executive Assistant 

Lynn Zeihmer & Willa Tallman, Office Assistant 

Kenai Merit Inn - Thank you for hosting our 
luncheons in your banquet room.  
Charlotte’s - Thank you for the great food 
and service at our weekly 
luncheons.  

Find a copy of our Monthly Focus Newsletter at www.kenaichamber.org  

April 1, 2009 

No Luncheon 

First Thursday Events: 
~ Bluegrass Jam @ the Christ Lutheran Church 6:30-9:30 
~ artist reception for the KPBSD Visual Celebration @ the Kenai Fine Arts Center 6-8 
~ artist reception for Melody Lee Gleichman @ the Kaladi Brothers on the Sterling Hwy (Safeway complex) 5-7pm 
~ Artists Without Borders presents "Unhinged", works done on a door or a window, in conjunction with the April Group 
Show of works by local artists.  A reception to meet the artists will be First Thursday, April 2, from 5-7 pm in the 4D Build-
ing on the corner of Marydale and the Spur Hwy in Soldotna. 

You could spotlight your business here 
by dropping your business card in the 

jar at the next chamber luncheon! 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  Mar. 31 

Joint  
Chamber 
Luncheon @ 
Challenger 
Center 

1 
NO 
LUNCH 

2 3 4 Kenai 
Chamber 
Bowling 
Tournament 
6p.m.@ 
Alaska Lanes 

5 6 7 8 
Chamber 
Lunch 

9 10 11 

12 13 14 
Board 
Meets 

15 
Chamber 
Lunch 

16 
Peninsula 
Wide  
Chamber 
Lunch 

17 18 

19 20 21 22 
Chamber 
Lunch 

23 24  
Newsletter 
Inserts Due 

25 

26 27 28 29 
Chamber 
Lunch 

30   

April 2009 

SEEKING VOLUNTEER GARDENER(S) 
The Kenai Chamber of Commerce office has a beautiful rock garden filled with an array of flowers in the summer 

time.  It requires routine weeding and upkeep that we need help with.  If you are interested or you know someone in-
terested in taking on this project this summer, please contact Tina at 283-7989 or email tina@kenaichamber.org.   

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS FOR HISTORICAL CABIN  
REPAIR AND RELOCATION PROJECT 

 
The Kenai Historical Society, City of Kenai, Kenai Cham-
ber of Commerce, and Kenai Convention and Visitors 
Bureau have joined together to facilitate the relocation 
of five historic log cabins in Old Town.  Volunteer crews 

have been hard at work on site for the past several 
weeks and are desperately seeking volunteers to help 

finish the project.   
 

Interested volunteers are asked to call George Ford at 
283-7700 or Joe Harris at 283-1946. 

JOIN THE AMBASSADORS TEAM!  
The Kenai Chamber of Commerce is proud to launch a new 
Chamber Ambassadors Program.  This is a great opportunity 

to get involved in chamber events and gain exposure.  We 
are always seeking new ambassadors to join our team.  If 
you are interested, please join us at an upcoming meeting  

or call Tina at 283-7989.  
 

Next Meeting 
DATE: April 6th TIME: 12:00PM   

LOCATION: 406 Restaurant 
*Meetings will be held the first Monday of every month. 

For more information call Tina at 283-7989.  

April 16, 2009 
Speaker: Senator,  

Mark Begich 
Peninsula Wide  

Chamber Luncheon 
Location: Soldotna 

Sports Center 
*RSVP REQUIRED* 

St. Jude Radiothon—Call 283-
5811 for more info 


